[Adenosine deaminase activity in leukemia patients].
The activities of adenosine deaminase (ADA) were measured in the blood plasma, erythrocytes, and lymphocytes of healthy reference persons and in patients affected with leukaemia. ADA is increased in patients with acute immature cell leukaemia, in patients with chronic lymphatic leukaemia it is comparatively low in lymphocytes. In chronic myeloic leukaemia ADA activities are different depending on the activity of the disease. ADA-activities in the blood plasma, erythrocytes, and lymphocytes do not correlate with each other. ADA-activities in leukaemias may be regarded as an indicator of increased purin metabolism rather a as parameter of disturbed cellular immunofunction.